Name: Duncan Cole

Occupation: Senior Technician

After leaving school in Norwich during 1989, I worked at Anglian Water in the civil engineering design office. I was originally employed on a YTS scheme. During my time here I achieved my HNC in Civil Engineering on day release training at City College in Norwich. I worked on a variety of Civil’s based schemes for sewage treatment works modifications under the Control of Pollution Act, including being lead designer for the installation of the first Bio-Bubble Ltd (SBR) Sequencing Batch Reactor Plant within the Anglian Water region.
After 10 years, during corporate restructuring, I decided to pursue another interest for a while and became a self employed Driving Instructor, teaching pupils of all ages including people with physical disabilities. I really enjoyed this often result-rewarding job but due to irregular income and inconvenient working hours I felt that I wanted to return to a more stable employment within engineering.

I then applied to Mott MacDonald Consultants for a position as a technician. Mott MacDonald has a Partnership agreement with Norfolk County Council. Staff are often seconded between the two organisations to assist with workload peaks and troughs and so I accepted the opportunity to work with Norfolk County Council in a Capital Roads design section. Here I worked on the surface water drainage design for 2 major schemes, B1149 Corpusty/Saxthorpe Link Road and A140 Cromer Road/B1149 Holt Road Roundabout. 

After 9 months of secondment I transferred employment directly to Norfolk County Council where I was working for 21 months in Roads Maintenance Design on footways, surface water drainage, carriageway surfacing and launch schemes within Broadland and South Norfolk District Council regions.

I also worked for a short time at White Young and Green where I was introduced to working on Section 38 and Section 278 Agreements mainly for an EEDA/Orbit Housing Association project within Newmarket, although I had input with Tesco Superstore projects also.

Although I enjoyed this work I didn’t settle into their working environment, and so within 6 months I returned to Norfolk County Council to become a Senior Technician.  I am currently working on a (SHJtS) Safer and Healthier Journeys to School travel scheme in Pulham Market (South Norfolk) and an Accident Cluster Site junction improvement Scheme in Stibbard (North Norfolk), and my role on both is as lead designer.

I am also the Assistant Branch Secretary and Young Member Representative for the East Anglian Branch of the Institution of Highways and Transportation.  I am finding this very rewarding.  The evening meetings and seminars are good events for broadening my technical knowledge and provide networking opportunities to meet colleagues from other organisations with whom I can discuss new ideas and techniques.  I am also learning how Branches operate and how to organise events.  These communication and interpersonal skills are all helpful in my career as an Engineer.

I am preparing my submission for Incorporated Status through the Institution of Highways and Transportation which I hope to take in the foreseeable future.  
